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exhibit it in outward acts. But I cannot help
doing this great wrong towards Man, that I
make myself credulous. The danger to society
is not merely that it should believe wrong
things, though that is great enough; but that
it should become credulous, and lose the habit
of testing things and inquiring into them ; for
then it must sink back into savagery.

The harm which is done by credulity in a
man is not confined to the fostering of a
credulous character in others, and consequent
support of false beliefs. Habitual want of care
about what I believe leads to habitual want of
care in others about the truth of what is told
to me. Men speak the truth to one another
when each reveres the truth in his own mind
and in the other's mind; but how shall my
friend revere the truth in my mind when I
myself am careless about it, when I believe
things because I want to believe them, and
because they are comforting and pleasant?
Will he not learn to cry, " Peace," to me, when
there is no peace ? By such a course I shall
surround myself with a thick atmosphere of
falsehood and fraud, and in that I must live.
It may matter little to me, in my cloud-castle
of sweet illusions and darling lies; but it
matters much to Man that I have made my
neighbours ready to deceive. The credulous
man is father to the liar and the cheat; he